Background and Objectives：Ischemic injury is the most common and important cause of myocardial damage. Over past decades, a number of studies have identified a protective mechanism known as ischemic preconditioning, which can block or delay cell death from ischemic injury. Protein kinase C (PKC), especially theεisoform has been proposed as a key factor in the signaling pathway of ischemic preconditioning. However, whether PKCε expression in cardiomyocytes can offer such protection from acute ischemia has not been explored.

